
April 1, 2025 Oliver Township board meeting minutes. 

Supervisor, Tom Ziel opened the meeting at approximately 7 PM at the township hall, with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Members and guests present; Bob Ross, Gary Sweeney, Jim Seley, Steve 
Vaughan, Kevin, McKenzie, Lonnie Schulz, Tom Ziel, Robert Prill and Ryan Upthegrove. 

Motion to approve the agenda by Bob Ross and second by Adam Herford. Motion passed. 

Motion to approve the previous months minutes and checks written by Kevin McKenzie and 
seconded by Gary Sweeney. Motion passed. 

Treasurer's report: 

Balance in all accounts, $1,071,213.55 

A brief discussion was held about the Emergency Services Fund being completely in M-Class. It 
was agreed that The Clerk and Treasurer find the exact amount that belongs to the Emergency 
Services Fund and put that amount into M-Class less the bills for April.  

The beginning balance before the April expenses is $298,129.50. 

Fire Chief's report: 

Fire Chief, Jim Seley spoke about on going grant programs. 

The Fire Chief reported pumper truck#2 will need a new battery.  

Batteries were replaced in the air packs. The air packs will also be flow tested in May. Along with 
that, is a "fit check" to each firefighter so it has the best adjustment in size and shape. 

The Siren on the township hall is not working at this time and is being investigated. 

The furnace was fixed by Jake's plumbing and heating. 

Fire Runs: 

March 15, full assist with Bad Axe fire department. 

March 15, Thumb Electric wire down. 

March 18, false alarm Tower Automotive. 

March 23, Walmart false alarm. 

March 23, full assist, Kinde fire department, housefire. 



March 28, one vehicle personal injury. 

March 31, Thumb Electric wire down. 

Ryan Upthegrove and Robert Prill are taking care of the reporting for the fire department runs. 
There will be no more outside bill for this service. 

Site permits: 

Bob Ross reported that the Co-Op Elevator received a site permit for two fertilizer tanks. $1.6 
million project. Site permit fee $500. 

New business: 

Motion by Adam Herford and second by Bob Ross to move forward on the township cemetery 
cleanup project. Committee is Kevin McKenzie, Bob Ross and Tom Ziel. Motion passed. 

The first step is to send out a postcard to the registered voters of Oliver Township informing 
them of plans to clean up the cemetery. 

Tom Ziel spoke about 2025 Road projects.  

Adam Herford made a motion to share the gravel expense with Colfax Township for the mile of 
Grassmere between Geiger and Soper Roads. Second by Kevin McKenzie. Motion passed. 

Tom Ziel mentioned that the drain tube crossing Ewald Road has already been approved. 

Motion by Adam Herford to keep the crack seal budget at $3500 for the 2025 road construction 
year. Second, by Bob Ross. Motion passed. 

A discussion was held about Grant Township wanting to redistrict the fire coverage area that 
Oliver Township serviced. 

They wanted to change from 11-1/2 sections ($8050 yearly, $700 per section) to 3 sections on 
August 1, 2025 and wanted a refund or a credit. Results of the discussion is to not give them a 
refund or credit because it would be changing a contract after the fact. Fire services run to the 
end of the year per last billing.  

Adam Herford made the motion to uphold the last renewal of contract until it is run out at the 
end of 2025 and not give Grant Township refund or credit. Next year's coverage of Grant 
Township to be determined. Second by Bob Ross. Motion passed. 



County commissioner Steve Vaughn spoke about several state and local issues. One major item 
was that the Huron County Road Commission is not going forward with their new building 
project. 

A & A Lawn Care Submitted a bid for mowing the cemetery and taking care of the flowing well 
property. It is $80 for the cemetery and $20 for the flowing per mowing. This is the same price 
as last year, and no other bids were submitted. 

Motion to pay the bills by Adam Herford and seconded by Gary Sweeney. Motion passed. 

Motion to adjourn by Bob Ross and seconded by Gary Sweeney. Motion passed. 

 


